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The future ain’t what 

it used to be… 

Chuck Thompson 

@thomca 





21st Century Fluencies 
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World War I  

Exhibition 

Model 

2015 







“ 

” 

Creativity + iterative 

development = innovation 

James Dyson 









Work in progress – 

currently in the 

middle… 



Year 9 Geography – one term… 

• Achievement Standards 

• General Capabilities 

• Cross-Curriculum Priorities 

• Relevant 

• Engaging 



Year 9 Geography – one term… 

• Achievement Standards 

• General Capabilities 

• Cross-Curriculum Priorities 

• Relevant 

• Engaging 



Geography – Year 9 Achievement Standards 
By the end of year 9… 
Students explain how geographical 

processes change the characteristics of 

places. 

  

They predict changes in the 

characteristics of places over time and 

identify the possible implications of 

change for the future. 

  

They analyse interconnections between 

people, places and environments and 

explain how these interconnections 

influence people, and change places and 

environments. 

Students propose explanations for 

distributions and patterns over time and 

across space and describe associations 

between distribution patterns. 

  

Students use initial research to identify 

geographically significant questions to 

frame an inquiry.  

  

They collect and evaluate a range of primary 

and secondary sources and select relevant 

geographical data and information to 

answer inquiry questions. 

They represent multi-variable data in a 

range of appropriate graphic forms, 

including special purpose maps that 

comply with cartographic conventions. 

They analyse data to propose 

explanations for patterns, trends, 

relationships and anomalies and to 

predict outcomes. 

  

 Students synthesise data and information 

to draw reasoned conclusions.  

 

They present findings and explanations 

using relevant geographical terminology 

and graphic representations in a range of 

appropriate communication forms.  

Students propose action in response to a geographical challenge, taking account of 

environmental, economic and social considerations and predict the outcomes and 

consequences of their proposal. 

  



General Capabilities: 

Literacy 

Numeracy 

Information and communication 

technology capability 

Critical and creative thinking   

Personal and social   

Ethical understanding   

Intercultural understanding   



Cross Curriculum Priorities: 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

histories and cultures 

 

Asia and Australia’s engagement  

with Asia 

 

Sustainability 



How do we 

incorporate all this, 

use 21st Century 

Education strategies 

AND engage students 

with relevant content? 







Palm Oil Report Task 



How can we make a real 

difference to world food 

security? 
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Step 1: Define: 

 

 

Reverse brainstorm: 

 

How could we make 

food security 

WORSE?  
 

 

 

What do we already know?  
 





Step 1: Define: 

 

. 

Students were asked to provide 5 ideas they could develop. 

I stressed that these 5 ideas may not include their final product 

– I just need to know that they know what I am asking. 

Define - This is the step where students are 

showing evidence that they have understood 

the task. It is the prerequisite to the next D… 
 

Now, look at that list - how do we turn 

this upside-down? 
 



Step 2: Discover 

 

Look ….  

improve food security… 

inspiration…  

campaign? 







Step 3: Dream 

 
 

Your future, your decisions and your impact is unlimited. 
 

You need to make 2 choices. Firstly, what is the issue 

relating to food security that you will be dealing with and 

secondly, how will you share this idea? 



The next 3 Ds… 

are on the handout… 

One more minute… 

Stop… 







Students 

propose action in 

response to a 

geographical 

challenge, taking 

account of 

environmental, 

economic and 

social 

considerations 

and predict the 

outcomes and 

consequences of 

their proposal. 

You show very thorough 

consideration of 

environmental, 

economic and social 

factors and 

consequences whilst 

proposing action to a 

making a difference to 

food security. Your 

product has been 

shared with 

___________________ 

by 

___________________. 

Your proposal will have 

impact by: 

You show thorough 

consideration of 

environmental, 

economic and social 

factors and 

consequences whilst 

proposing action to a 

making a difference to 

food security. 

Your product has been 

shared with 

___________________ 

by 

__________________. 

Your proposal will have 

impact by: 

You show appropriate 

consideration of 

environmental, 

economic and social 

factors and 

consequences whilst 

proposing action to a 

making a difference to 

food security. 

Your product has been 

shared with 

___________________ 

by 

__________________. 

Your proposal will have 

impact by: 



Geography – Year 9 Achievement Standards 
By the end of year 9… 
Students explain how geographical 

processes change the characteristics of 

places. 

  

They predict changes in the 

characteristics of places over time and 

identify the possible implications of 

change for the future. 

  

They analyse interconnections between 

people, places and environments and 

explain how these interconnections 

influence people, and change places and 

environments. 

Students propose explanations for 

distributions and patterns over time and 

across space and describe associations 

between distribution patterns. 

  

Students use initial research to identify 

geographically significant questions to 

frame an inquiry.  

  

They collect and evaluate a range of 

primary and secondary sources and 

select relevant geographical data and 

information to answer inquiry questions. 

They represent multi-variable data in a 

range of appropriate graphic forms, 

including special purpose maps that 

comply with cartographic conventions. 

They analyse data to propose 

explanations for patterns, trends, 

relationships and anomalies and to 

predict outcomes. 

  

 Students synthesise data and 

information to draw reasoned 

conclusions.  

 

They present findings and explanations 

using relevant geographical terminology 

and graphic representations in a range of 

appropriate communication forms.  

Students propose action in response to a geographical challenge, taking account of 

environmental, economic and social considerations and predict the outcomes and 

consequences of their proposal. 

  



Cross Curriculum Priorities: 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

histories and cultures – depends on group 

choice 
 

Asia and Australia’s engagement  

with Asia – depends on group choice 
 

Sustainability – Yes – “Sustainability 

addresses the ongoing capacity of Earth to 

maintain all life.” 



General Capabilities: 

Literacy  

Numeracy 

Information and communication 

technology capability 

Critical and creative thinking   

Personal and social   

Ethical understanding   

Intercultural understanding   

Yes 



Year 9 Geography – one term… 

• Achievement Standards 

• General Capabilities 

• Cross-Curriculum Priorities 

• Relevant 

• Engaging 



Year 9 Geography – one term… Yes 

• Achievement Standards 

• General Capabilities 

• Cross-Curriculum Priorities 

• Relevant 

• Engaging 



“The illiterate of 

the 21st 

century will not 

be those who 

cannot read 

and write, but 

those who 

cannot learn, 

unlearn, and 

relearn.” 

   

 Alvin Toffler 



Thank you for listening. 

 

Simone.meurant832@schools.sa.edu.au 
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